
The Calais Advertiser office in last week’s photo was located in what was until recently the Motor Vehicle building on
Knight’s Corner. It is now a pawn shop, trading post. Jay Hinson bought the building in the early 80’s and moved the
newspaper to the location where it remained briefly after Fergie Calder bought the paper. Tari Murphy was Jay’s assistant
editor at the time. It also housed several other businesses over the years but the original building on the lot was a store
owned by Ralph Gibson, father of Nellie and John Gibson. Many of us know John and Nellie is now Nellie Walton. The
store sold gas, groceries, beer etc. Ralph ran the store until tuberculosis forced him to be admitted to a sanitorium in
Presque Isle in 1951. His wife Lucy kept the store going until she too was strickena s were both Nellie and John. The
entire family was in the sanitorium for a period of time, Ralph was there for 9 years but John and Nellie only a few months.
Eventually Lucy and the kids were discharged and came back to Calais. The store was sold to Dick Barnard's father but
we don't know what he did with it. Fitzzy Fitsimmons had a small ski-doo type business there for a while and in the 70's,
Bill McVicar and Vint Cassidy expanded it and opened a furniture business called Valley Furniture 

This is how the building looked in 1951.

It certainly appears the original building was removed completely by Bill McVicar and Vint Cassidy when they went into
the furniture business. 



 Below is an aerial photo of Knight’s Corner in the 1950’s. Ralph Gibson’s store can be seen to left, near the bottom just
before Knight’s Corner. There appears to be a grass island separating the store from the road. The Cotton Mill in Milltown
NB and the trestle are in the center of the photo. The road pattern, however, is very confusing as are the two buildings at
the far right center of the photo. If anyone is familiar with this area in that time period we’d like so help identifying the
roads and buildings.


